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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Applicants submit herewith patents of which they are aware, which they believe may be 
material to the examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56. However, submitting this information is not intended 
to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein 
either is "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56 or is "prior art" for this invention. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), (h), the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(b) exists. 
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A list of patent(s) and/or publications is set forth on the attached Form PTOL-1449. 
Copies of all available patents are supplied herewith for the Examinees convenience. 

It is respectfully submitted that the present invention is deemed patentable over the cited 
references, whether taken singly or in combination. Applicants are submitting these references 
for consideration by the Examiner and for purposes of entering these citations in the official file 
in order to comply with their duty of candor. 

If a fee is due, the Patent Office is authorized to debit our deposit account 
number 10-1202. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



January 2, 2004 





Registration No. 43,501 
JONES DAY 
77 West Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1692 
(312) 782-3939 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

(Form PTO- 1449 [6-4]) 
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